Spring Meeting
The OGCA held its annual spring membership meeting Thursday, June 27th at the Madison Center.  An ice cream social beforehand was appreciated by attendees on a steamy summer evening!

Officer Lutz and Sergeant Watson of the Arlington Police Department attended the start of the meeting and shared some pointers for neighborhood safety.  Residents are urged to leave on some outside lights at night (motion detectors and high intensity fluorescent bulbs help conserve energy) in order to discourage would-be trouble makers.  [A note from the editor: please be mindful of neighbors though – lights shining directly into a bedroom window can be annoying!].  One neighbor suggested leaving on a TV which can be seen from the outside of your house.  The officers also encouraged people to take pictures of all jewelry and other valuables, which enhance the chances that the police will be able to recover items in the event of a robbery.  Finally, residents were reminded that anyone soliciting door-to-door must have an Arlington County permit and should be asked to produce it.  So far this year, no permits have been issued!  Officer Lutz is our neighborhood’s direct liaison with the police department for non-emergency matters and can be reached, preferably by e-mail at jlutz@arlingtonva.us, or by phone at (703) 228-3600, x9774.  Problems relating to the Gulf Branch Nature Center should be reported to the Park Ranger Service at [insert contact info from Arl Co website].
On other matters, Connie Ramirez and Rich Samp reported on several historical initiatives involving the neighborhood.  The Arlington Heritage Alliance, with a grant from the National Park Service, has surveyed the Fort Ethan Allen property and the County is using its report to develop interpretive signage for the site.  There has also been discussion among OGCA residents of creating a private non-profit organization to raise money to further interpret the area and set up a permanent historical exhibit in the Madison Center.  Rich Samp reported that a historic sign is being prepared to commemorate the Saegmuller School – the first public school in northern Arlington – that was located on the Madison Center site.  Money for this signage is coming in part from state funds allocated for increasing awareness of local history, and the sign will be placed near the voting entrance of the Madison Center.  Connie and Rich would like to plan a “History Night” for sometime in the fall and have considered trying to arrange for a tour of the Walker Chapel cemetery.  Any history buffs with a little time on their hands are encouraged to contact either Connie or Rich at _____________ or _____________ to help volunteer with any or all of these projects.
Before adjourning for the evening new delegates to the Arlington County Civic Federation were elected and a wine raffle was held, the proceeds of which will be donated to offset some of the costs of the Yorktown High School graduation boat party.  Residents are encouraged to check the OGCA website at _____________ for a full listing of your OGCA board members and civic federation delegates, minutes of meetings, financial reports and neighborhood announcements.  There is also a newly established “blog” that can be accessed through the website and we invite you to join the conversation!
