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Respecting Tradition
Welcoming Progress
The Old Glebe Civic Association
(OGCA) is a neighborhood
organization formed to give
residents a voice in local,
County, and State affairs. Any
neighborhood resident may
become a member.
OGCA is a member of the
Arlington County Civic
Association which provides policy
inputs to the County and State
governments.

Old Glebe Officers
President: Rich Samp
Vice President: Burt Bostwick
Secretary: Karen Rosenbaum
Treasurer: Ruth Gordon

REVITALIZING OLD GLEBE

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Members of the OGCA
Executive Committee recently
attended a series of workshops
for local leaders called Energizing
Arlington and came away inspired
to stimulate more action in our
civic association. Associations
with larger memberships were
represented, and there was much
discussion about what works to
serve our neighborhoods better
and to get everyone involved.
Your Executive Committee has
decided to hold more frequent
membership meetings — at least
three annually — rather then just
one every spring as has been our
practice.
Many of us just attended the
Gulf Branch Nature Center’s Fall
Heritage Festival on October 20th,
a good candidate for an annual

Rich Samp has served for
the past year as President of
the Old Glebe
Civic Association,
having been
elected to a twoyear term at the
annual meeting
in May 2017.
Rich is a long-time resident; he
and his wife Jo Ella moved to
the neighborhood after their
marriage in 1986.
One of Rich’s priorities in the
coming year is to ensure that
new residents are welcomed and
have an opportunity to learn
about our activities. We have put
together “Welcome Packets” that
we want to distribute to every
new resident. Rich is reaching
out to those who have served in
the past as “Block Captains” to
seek their assistance in making
sure that new residents on their
streets get copies of the packet.
If you would like to assist in that
distribution effort, please contact
Rich: president@oldglebe.org
Rich is particularly interested
in learning more about the
concerns of Old Glebe neighbors.
If you have a concern or interest
that you would like the OGCA to
address, please contact
Rich.

Executive Committee/Delegates
to Arlington Civic Federation
Officers listed above, plus:
Howard Solodky
Marx Sterne
Maurine Fanguy
Tony Spadero

CONNECT WITH US!
Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/ OldGlebe-Civic-Association

Our Website:

www.oldglebe.org

OGCA Listserve:
http://groups.yahoo.com
Search “oldglebecivicassociation”

autumn event. We are planning
a wonderful winter event called
Midwinter Movie Day at Madison
tentatively scheduled for Feb.
9th. Then on Neighborhood Day
in May, we’ll have a big fair with
food trucks, fun and games
for all ages and lots of
outdoor activities.
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ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY,NOVEMBER 6TH
Colorful leaves and chill temperatures remind us that it’s that time
of year again when we may exercise our
right to vote. This year’s ballot has both
congressional and county races. In addition,
Arlingtonians will be asked to consider
four County bond referendums and two
amendments to the Virginia Constitution.
United States Senator Tim Kaine, a
Democrat, is running for reelection and is
opposed by Republican Corey Stewart, the
current Chair of the Prince William County Board of Supervisors, and by
Matt Waters, a Libertarian. Democrat Don Beyer is up for reelection
from Virginia’s 8th Congressional District, which includes all of Arlington
County. Republican Thomas Oh is attempting to unseat him. At the
local level, John Vihstadt, an Independent, hopes to be reelected to
the County Board of Supervisors, and is opposed by Democrat Matt
de Ferranti, a member of the Arlington County Housing Commission
and the Arlington Public Schools Budget Advisory Council. For the
Arlington School Board, Barbara Kanninen, a Democrat, would
like to be reelected. Running against her is Audrey Clement, an
Independent. Party affiliation is not shown on the official ballot for the
County Board and School Board races, so you might want to pick up a
sample Democratic or Republican ballot as you enter the polling place.
The County’s 2019-2020 Capital Improvement Plan placed great
emphasis on funding for both Arlington Public Schools and Metro.
As a consequence, a $103,000,000 APS bond referendum and a
$74,570,000 bond offering to fund Metro and other transportation
projects are on the ballot. Arlington voters are also being asked
to consider bonds for community infrastructure and for parks and
recreation in the respective amounts of $37,015,000 and $29,330,000.
Lastly, two Virginia State Constitution amendments concerning real
property tax relief, one for properties subject to recurrent flooding
and a second for principal residences of spouses of veterans are up for
approval.
As always, our polling place on November 6th is the Madison
Community Center located at Old Glebe Road and North Stafford
Street. Entrance to the polling place is off of Stafford and it will be
open from 6:00 am. to 7:00 pm. Please remember that Virginia has
a voter ID law which requires a photo ID such as a Virginia driver’s
license, a passport, an employer picture ID or a student photo ID card
issued by a Virginia college, university or private school.
If you qualify, you may vote by in-person absentee ballot before
November 3rd at Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite
320. For more information, go to the Arlington County website at
https://vote.arlingtonva.us/.

HELP WITH SNOW
SHOVELING
Arlington’s Snow Removal
Ordinance requires that snow
must be removed within 24 hours
after the snow stops falling when
accumulations are less than
6 inches, and within 36 hours
when 6 or more
inches of snow
accumulate.
For those
residents who
are physically
unable and
have difficulty
arranging for snow removal,
Old Glebe Civic Association will
provide assistance. We maintain
a list of local residents (students,
scouts, entrepreneurs, etc.) who
are willing to provide these
services. To be considered to
use —or provide!— this service,
please contact Burt Bostwick at
703-527-5415 or gusfs63@gmail.
com.

BOUNCE AT MADISON!
Do you have an active
child, 3-9 years old, who loves
to bounce? Come to Madison
Community Center for Open
Bounce Saturday mornings from
Nov. 3 – March 30.
Two bounce sessions each
Saturday: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and
10:45 – 11:45 a.m. The cost is $3
per child.

The Friends of
Gulf Branch Nature
Center is inviting
applications from
community members
to be the new
President of FoGBNC.
They are looking for
someone with the

energy, ideas and interest to
make Gulf Branch one of the
best nature centers in Northern
Virginia. Expressions of interest
and/or questions may be sent to:
Burt Bostwick gusfs63@gmail.
com, 703-527-5415; or Marx
Sterne mjsterne@verizon.net,
703-528-1372.

PROPOSED EXPANSION OF OLD GLEBE CIVIC ASSOCIATION BOUNDARIES
OGCA has been conducting a survey of several streets contingent to our boundaries trying to find out if
these homeownere —currently not included in any civic association — would like to be eligible to join ours.
As you can see in the map below, the streets marked in yellow just south of the pink boundary lines are the
proposed addition to our association. Much of the County Club Hills neighborhood is not represented by
any civic association, and only a small portion to the east is included in the Gulf Branch Civic Association
area. A majority of the residents (on Dittmar and Abingdon Streets between 36th and Glebe Road plus a
portion of Vermont and two cul-de-saqs off of it) contacted by our volunteers have had positive reactions. A
typlcal comment was “Well, it’s about time!”
Announcing this proposal in our newsletter today is one of eight steps we must take if we want to
change our boundaries. Next we must publicize the proposal in the Arlington County Civic Federation
newsletter, contact other civic associations, and ultimately the proposal will be presented to the Arlington
County Board.

ARLINGTON’S NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION BUDGET CUT
In its 17 years, the neighborhood conservation
program has completed hundreds of projects and
demand remains high. However, Arlington’s 20192028 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) cut NC funding
from $12 million to $5 million for 2019-2020 and
then to $4 million for the following two-year cycle.
Recent criticism of NC falls into two categories: lack
of equity and cost effectiveness —both arguments
countered in an upcoming ArlNow column authored
by our own Howard Solodky. He points out that
85% of Arlington’s 50+ civic associations have
participated in a geographically fair distribution
of projects among neighborhoods. Today’s legal

requirements means that a “simple” sidewalk project
also entails costs for infrastructure management
and repairs. Those costs are now borne by the
NC program, rather than by the Department of
Environmental Services (DES) which had historically
paid for those items. These “cost overruns” are, in
fact, hidden savings for the budgets of various DES
departments. In this period of budgetary belttightening, decision-makers need to move beyond
unsupported criticisms of the program and gain a
better understanding of the hidden benefits realized
from an all-volunteer program that identifies needed
infrastructure repairs and improvements.

IS YOUR OGCA MEMBERSHIP CURRENT? JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
Membership funds are used for community events, community beautification, and causes such as Gulf
Branch Nature Center. Please send the information below with a check made out to Old Glebe Civic
Association to join or renew for one year ($10), three years ($25) or a perpetual membership ($100). Mail to
OGCA, 4522 North 37th Street, 22207.
		

Name: ______________________________________________

		

Address: ____________________________________________ Arlington, VA. 22207

		

Phone #: __________________

E-Mail: _____________________________________*

*[Your email address is vital for us to be able to keep you up to date with OGCA news.]
You may also renew with a credit card online at http://www.oldglebe.org/contact/

