
Old Glebe Civic Association

 Spring Members Meeting

Meeting Minutes
    6/13/10

The meeting was held at the Gulf Branch Nature Center.  The meeting was called to order by Burt Bostwick acting for Ron Cheich, President, at 2:30 pm.

 Election of Officers

After a report by Rich Samp, the Chair of  the nominating committee, the following persons were elected to serve in the offices set forth opposite their respective names, to hold such offices at the pleasure of the members until their successors are duly elected: 

	Name
	Position

	Marx Sterne
	President
Civic Federation Delegate/Alternate


	Rich Samp
	Vice President, Secretary and Historian



	Ruth Gordon
	Treasurer


	
	

	
	

	Pat Carlson
	Recording Secretary


	Ron Cheich
	President Ex Officio


	
	

	Burt Bostwick
	Civic Federation Delegate/Alternate


	Edwin Fountain
	Civic Federation Delegate/Alternate


	William Schwab
	Civic Federation Delegate/Alternate


	Jinx Lunger
	Civic Federation Delegate/Alternate


	Bruce Shuttleworth
	Civic Federation Delegate/Alternate



Gulf Branch Nature Center.   Burt Bostwick updated the members on the situation at Gulf Branch Nature Center. Friends of Gulf Branch Nature Center (FoGBNC)  is working with the County on funding solutions to keep the Center open four days a week on its current hourly schedule. Plans are underway for a forty fourth birthday celebration of the Center.  Burt reported on the recently installed butterfly garden that was funded by a $15,000 PEG grant and designed with the help of the Master Gardners Association of Arlington.  It will be two to three years until it matures to full bloom.  Upcoming projects  include upgrading the Native American exhibit, ensuring that the Center is ADA compliant and creating an aviary for “Mr. Owl”.  Burt reminded the members that FGBNC was looking to broaden its membership base and that birthday parties could be held at the nature center  for $150.

Madison Center.  Burt Bostwick reported that the County Parks Department is consolidating all programs in the County and that he has heard unofficially that the Parks Department does not plan to house any of its programs in the Madison Center next year.  Hours in the weight room have been reduced. In response to a question, Burt stated that it is estimated that it would cost the County approximately $10 million to renovate the Center to the standards of a school.

NCAC. Burt Bostwick also led a conversation about the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee, which decides how neighborhood conservation bond funds are allocated.  He reviewed the history of a proposed sidewalk on Dittmar which did not gather enough support from the immediately affected neighbors, and reported on the Fort Ethan Allen project that was now in priority postion for funding. The project would cost approximately $485,000 and would include a comprehensive interpretive plan (model, signage and walkways) and an archeology component that would involve restoration of the gun battery and magazine3
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 PAGE 2. Mobile exhibits originally contemplated are no longer part of the project given the uncertain future of the Madison Center.  The project has not yet been approved by the County Board and also needs the blessing of the Historic and Landmark Review Board.  Both the Arlington Heritage Alliance and Fort C.F. Smith support the project, and it is hoped that it can be completed in time for the 150th anniversary of the Civil War in 2012.  There was some discussion of the project among the members present and concerns were raised about the impact on traffic and parking on Old Glebe. It was suggested that for convenience of neighbors as well as safety considerations, people should be required to park in the Madison Center parking lot. One member asked for a breakdown of the $485,000.   Burt stated that the OGCA Board was soliciting new ideas to place in the NCAC pipeline for future funding.

Treasurer’s Report.   Ruth Gordon reported that the OGCA has 110 members out of approximately 510 homes in the neighborhood.  Dues go to support Neighborhood Day, the annual Spaghetti Dinner and contributions towards the support of Gulf Branch Nature Center.   

Other.   Marx Sterne addressed the group as the incoming President.  Bill Schwab reported on improvements to the bridge and pathway at the bottom of Chesterbrook Road as well as concerns about mail delivery timing.  Upkeep of the County spaces from the Madison Center to the pumping station was raised as a concern by a resident.

 The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:00 p.m.
        


