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       As we move toward a new decade in our vibrant corner of Arlington, we 
need your help in preparing a report for the County on our neighborhood’s 
assets and needs.  Since 1964, Arlington’s Neighborhood Conservation 
program has provided funding for grass-root improvement projects.  Several 
years ago, the County funded our project to enhance Fort Ethan Allen.  The 
Fort grounds were rejuvenated and now include helpful explanatory signage.  
We hope to submit a new project for funding, but in order do so, we need to 
update Old Glebe’s Neighborhood Conservation Plan (NCP), which was last 
updated in 2003.
 This requires conducting a survey of all 500 households in our 
neighborhood to determine our “assets, needs, and objectives.”  We plan 
to distribute the survey electronically on our website   www.oldglebe.org  
on November 1st. The survey results will be meaningful only if a significant 
number of households responds.  Please forward the survey to any new 
neighbors. Your response can make a big difference to the Old Glebe 
neighborhood.  Are you interested in new sidewalks? improved playgrounds? 
the Gulf Branch Nature Center?  This is one way to make sure your voice is 
heard by the County.  

OGCA NEEDS INPUT FROM ITS MEMBERSHIP!
by Rich Samp, OGCA Presdent

SPEAKING OF BEING HEARD...
OGCA PROTESTS GOT OUR FOOTBRIDGE REBUILT!

BEFORE

       The Old Glebe Civic Association hosted a meeting on Monday, September 9th 
where many concerned community members listened to a representative from 
Arlington County Parks and Recreation discuss the plans to re-install a new and 
improved footbridge to replace the one torn up by the 
recent storm and floodwaters.  
       Many neighbors had protested vigorously to the 
County after they removed the replacement built by 
a local cub scout troop, saying that it was unstable.  
The group at the meeting was a little nervous since 
the County had previously indicated that the bridge 
might not be reinstalled at all.  But after many letters, 
emails, phone calls, and an impressive showing at the 
meeting, the County determined that they would.    
Kurt Louis, the County representative, said he hoped 
for a completed bridge by the end of this year, but that 
the Recreation Department was juggling many other 
requests to rebuild bridges and paths affected by the 
storm, including a bridge at Gulf Branch Nature 
Center.  
       Lo and behold, they got it done two weeks 
ago, and we are all very relieved and pleased 
with the outcome!  (Send your thanks to klouis@
arlingtonva.us!)  This will allow a safer and more 
pleasant route for dog walkers and parents 
with strollers to go between two parts of our 
neighborhood avoiding streets with few sidewalks 
and lots of traffic. AFTER



       In late August, the Gulf Branch 
Nature Center received some long-
awaited new signs.  Benjamin Gordon, 
members of Boy Scout Troop 647, 

parents, and friends installed eight 
posts with 19 signs.  The signs are at 
the main entry points of the nature 
center as well as on the paths within 
the nature center.  Signs include 
directionals at either end to point 
people in the right direction, along with 
distances.  
       This Eagle Scout project included 
designing the signs, using a computer 
numerical 
control 
(CNC) router 
to carve out 
the letters 
for the 
signs.  They 
also painted 
the signs, 
and walked 
the nature 
center 
paths with 
naturalists Ken Rosenthal and Jennifer 
Soles to determine the best locations, 
and then finally installed the signs.
       As they installed the signs, many 
hikers and dog walkers complimented 
the team— which of course thrilled the 
boy scouts!  So take a walk or a jog to 
Gulf Branch this weekend and explore!

BOY SCOUTS DESIGN 
& INSTALL NEW SIGNS 
AT THE GULF BRANCH 

NATURE CENTER

NEW LOCATIONS FOR GLASS ONLY RECYCLING
       Arlington residents have 
three more drop-off site to 
recycle their glass jars and 
bottles, of which two are 
most convenient for us:  the  
Cherrydale Branch Library 
and Lee Community Center, in 
addition to the bins at Quincy 
Park near the Central Library.  
The County has asked us to keep 
glass out of thev blue recycling 
bins — along with plastic bags, wire hangers and garden hoses.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Come to the FALL HERITAGE FESTIVAL at the Gulf Branch Nature Center, Saturday 
October 19th to step back into history for old-time games and crafts!  

! Make a corn husk doll.
! Work the cider press.
!Try on a coon-skin cap.
! Write with a quill pen.
! Churn butter
!Enjoy old-time music.

The Arlington Environmental Collection and Recycling Event —ECARE—is 
also scheduled for Saturday October 19th at 1425 N. Quincy Street, across from 
Washington-Liberty High School, at which households can dispose of hazardous 
materials, bikes, small metal items, etc.

On Saturday October 26th  the Arlington County Police Department, the Sheriff’s 
Office and the DEA are holding PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE-BACK DAY at Fire 
Stations #1, #2, and #9

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK OBSERVED EVERY OCTOBER
       Fire Prevention Week is observed annually during the  week of October 
8th to commemorate the Great Chicago Fire which began October 8, 1871 
in which 250 people died, 100,000 became homeless, 17,400 structures 
were destroyed, and more than 2,000 acres of land burned.  
       The Arlington County Fire Department reminds us that you may 
have as little as two minutes to escape safely 
from the time a smoke alarm sounds.  They 
offer five tips to prepare your family:
1. Plan your escape route.
2. Test your smoke alarms
3. Choose a meeting place.
4. Remind family members about the plan 

regularly
5. Practice home fire drills. 

Did you know that if you don’t have a working smoke detector, you can 
make an appointment for the Fire Department to install a free one?



ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 5TH
by Howard Solodky

       The first Tuesday in November, better known as Election Day, is 
just around the corner.  This year, we will be casting our votes in nine 
State and County races.  At stake is control of the Virginia General 
Assembly where Republicans currently hold a 51 to 49 edge in the 
House of Delegates and a 21 to 19 margin in the State Senate.  Two 
years ago, Democrats unseated 15 Republican members of the 
House of Delegates.  As a consequence, the national spotlight is on 
Virginia to see whether that trend continues in advance of the 2020 
national elections.  
       Democrats Barbara Favola and Rip Sullivan, whose districts 
include our Madison Precinct, are running unopposed for reelection 
to the State Senate and House of Delegates, respectively.  Katie 
Cristol and Christian Dorsey, both Democrats, are campaigning to 
be reelected to the County Board of Supervisors and are opposed 
by Independents Audrey Clement and Arron O’Dell.  The current 
Chair of the Arlington School Board, Reid Goldstein, who has been 
endorsed by the Arlington County Democratic Committee, has no 
opposition in his reelection bid.  Party 
affiliation is not shown on the official 
ballot for the County Board and School 
Board races, so you might want to pick up 
a sample ballot as you enter the polling 
place.
       Four County “Constitutional Officer” 
officer positions will appear on the ballot 
in November.  Arlington County Treasurer 
Carla de la Pava, County Sheriff Beth 
Arthur, and County Commissioner of Revenue Ingrid Morroy are 
all imcumbent Democrats and are unopposed.  Democrat Parisa 
Dehgani-Tafti defeated two-term Commonwealth’s Attorney 
incumbent Theo Stamos in a hotly-contested Democratic primary 
last June, and is running for Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington 
and Alexandria without opposition.  
       Our polling place is the Madison Community Center, at the 
intersection of Old Glebe Road and North Stafford Street.  Entrance 
to the polling place is off of Stafford, and it will be open from 6:00 
am. to 7:00 pm.  Please remember that Virginia has a voter ID law 
that requires a photo ID such as a Virginia driver’s license, a passport, 
an employer picture ID, or a student ID card with a photograph 
issued by a Virginia college, university or private school.
       If you qualify, voting by absentee in-person ballot before Election 
Day is encouraged.  You can vote absentee in-person between now 
and November 2nd at Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, 
Suite 320.  For more information on eligibility to vote absentee 
in-person and the times at which such voting is available, go to the 
Arlington County website at https://vote.arlingtonva.us./elections/.  
Voter registration closed October 15th.  

       As part of Arlington 
County’s efforts to protect our 
local streams, Gulf Branch was 
identified as a high priority for 
stream restoration because 
of habitat degradation, active 
erosion and infrastructure 
concerns. Funding for design was 
allocated through the Capital 
Improvement Plan in 2018.
       This project will create a stable 
stream channel to accommodate 
storm flows, protect exposed 
pipes and other infrastructure, 
reverse the damage to the stream 
valley, and provide habitat. It 
will also reduce excess sediment 
and nutrients being transported 
downstream and help us meet our 
Chesapeake Bay goals. Restoring 
stream corridors is a key strategy 
identified and adopted as part of 
the Stormwater Master Plan.
       Interested members of 
our community will meet on 
Wednesday, November 6, from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm at Madison 
Community Center, Room 8, to 
• review the draft concept 

design,
• learn about tools and key 

considerations for different 
sections of the stream 
channel, and 

• provide input on the design 
elements.

If you can’t make the November 
6th community meeting, watch for 
a forthcoming online feedback 
form.

Learn more about the project: 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/
projects/gulf-branch-stream-
restoration/

GULF BRANCH 
STREAM RESTORATION 
COMMUNITY MEETING



IS YOUR OGCA MEMBERSHIP CURRENT?   JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
Membership funds are used for community events, beautification, and causes such as Gulf Branch Nature 
Center.  Please send the information below with a check made out to Old Glebe Civic Association to join or 
renew for one year ($10), three years ($25) or a lifetime membership ($100).  Mail to OGCA, 4522 North 37th 
Street, 22207.

  Name:  ______________________________________________

  Address:  ____________________________________________ Arlington, VA. 22207       
                   
  Phone #:  __________________    E-Mail:  _____________________________________*

*[Your email address is vital for us to be able to keep you up to date with OGCA news.]

You may also renew with a credit card online at http://www.oldglebe.org/contact/

continues to be a local treasure, with programs and activities 
for kids of all ages.  (If you’ve never been to ‘Bat Fest’, 
you don’t know what you’re missing!) However, the 
Nature Center continues to find itself on the ‘cut and 
reduce’ lists from the County Manager, the most recent 
being a proposed reduction in staff and days open if 
the Board wishes to maintain the current real estate 
tax level.  Our local non-profit, Friends of Gulf Branch 
Nature Center, was established specifically to oppose 
radical cuts to the Nature Center and its programs and 
projects, such as for several recent Eagle Scout projects.  
       Duke Banks, immediate Past President of the 
Arlington County Civic Federation, has agreed to be the 
President of the Friends of Gulf Branch Nature Center.

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER....

http://site.friendsofgbnc.org/


