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Old Glebe Civic Association
(OGCA) is an organization formed
to give residents a voice in local,
County, and State affairs. Any
resident may become a member.
OGCA is a member of the
Arlington County Civic
Association —which provides
policy inputs to the County and
State governments.
Old Glebe Officers:
President Rich Samp
Vice President Burt Bostwick**
Secretary Peter Jaffe**
Treasurer Ruth Gordon*
Members of the Executive
Committee Officers listed above, plus:
Karen Rosenbaum*, Newsletter Editor
Howard Solodky**, NCAC Rep
Tony Spadaro*
Marx Sterne**
Arlington Civic Federation
Delegates**
Alternates*

CONNECT WITH US!
www.oldglebe.org
Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/
Old-Glebe-Civic-Association
OGCA Listserve:

http://groups.yahoo.com
Search “oldglebecivicassociation”

Come to our association’s annual
meeting<http://bit.ly/oldglebe>for a vibrant
discussion of the topic rated the highest
priority by Old Glebe members: saving
(and adding to) the tree canopy. Too
many of our old growth trees are
sacrificed to development, and efforts to
replace them are still meager. Our three
speakers are:
 Colin Thaler, Director of Operations
for BCN Homes, a custom builder in
Arlington, will discuss his company’s
efforts to preserve and/or replant trees;
 Mary Spindler, of the Northern
Virginia Conservation Trust, will explain
her organization's efforts to sustain
vibrant forests;
 Eleanor Hodges, Executive Director
of EcoArlington will describe the Tree
Canopy Fund’s give-away program of
native trees to residents.
Their presentations will be followed
by a Q&A.
The meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.
with an election of officers. If you are
interested in taking an active role in your
community, contact our Nominations
Chair Ruth Gordon ruthmgordon@gmail.com

WALKER CHAPEL PLANTS
A BUTTERFLY GARDEN

OGCA lent its
support to the
efforts of Walker
Chapel to apply
for a grant to
plant a Monarch
Migration Garden
with milk-weed
and other pollinator plants. Several
girls dressed as Monarchs were dancing
on May 2 during the planting of the
butterfly garden.

as President of the Old Glebe Civic
Association
for the past
four years,
giving me an
opportunity
to meet
many of the
neighbors
that I had
neglected
to say “hello”
to in my 30
years living
on Ridgeview Road.
As has been the custom with
previous Presidents (most all of whom
served for four years), I will be stepping
down at our annual meeting in June—
although I plan to stay active in the
organization. And I encourage all of you
to consider doing likewise; it can be a
very rewarding experience.
The Old Glebe Civic Association
obviously does not change the world,
and I realize that many local residents
focus on a wide range of issues other
than “the state of the neighborhood.”
But in its own way, OGCA (ever since its
revival in the late 1990s by Kathy Fong)
has done quite a bit to make our corner
of Arlington a better place in which to
live.
We have always sought to foster
a sense of community. We sponsor
neighborhood social events, publish a
newsletter at least twice a year, and elect
delegates to the Arlington County Civic
Federation. Our executive committee
meets monthly to address the many local
issues that arise, ranging from proposed
changes in zoning and traffic patterns,
to use of County property, to available
funding for neighborhood improvement.
One OGCA-sponsored neighborhood
improvement of which I am particularly
proud is the renovation of Fort Ethan
Allen several years ago.
Please come and join the fun. And
consider how getting involved in OGCA
will benefit you and your neighborhood!

UPCOMING PRIMARY ELECTIONS

by Howard Solodky
Every year is an election year in Virginia, and 2021 is no exception. We will vote
at the Madison Community Center as usual on November 2nd. On the ballot will be
statewide races for Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General. We will
also be electing a Virginia House of Delegates (48th District) member, as well as a new
member each for the County Board and School Board.
Democratic primaries will be held on June 8th across the Commonwealth. Five
announced Democratic candidates are running for Governor, eight for Lieutenant
Governor, and two for Attorney General. The Virginia State Republican Party held
a convention on May 8th at 37 sites across the Commonwealth to elect nominees
for Governor (with seven announced candidates), Lieutenant Governor (with six
announced candidates) and Attorney General (with four announced candidates). For
a list of the Democrats and Republicans running for these statewide offices, you can
go to www.vpap.org.
Currently, only incumbent Democrat Rip Sullivan has announced his candidacy for
the House of Delegates from the 48th District. Democratic incumbent Takis Karantonis
is seeking election to a full four-year term on the County Board after having won the
special election this past July. His opponent in the
Democratic primary is Chanda Choun. In addition,
the Arlington Democrats will be conducting May
17th through the 23rd an online School Board caucus
to choose its endorsee for the Arlington School
Board. Two candidates have filed to run in the School
Board caucus for this endorsement—Mary Kadera
and Miranda Turner. While the Arlington Democrats
intend to conduct their School Board caucus primarily
online, they will also be hosting three in-person voter assistance sites that will have
laptops on which to vote. Those three sites are 6216 N. 23rd St., 1412 N. Highland St.,
and 2811 S. 13th Road. They will be open from 5:00 pm. to 8:00 pm. on May 19th and
from 1:00 pm. to 5:00 pm. on May 22nd.
If you liked no-excuse absentee voting, early voting and ballot drop boxes used in
connection with last year’s general election, then you are living in the right state. The
Virginia General Assembly recently passed, and Governor Northam signed, legislation
that makes those voting options a permanent part of the election landscape in
the Commonwealth. As a consequence, early voting for the June 8th Democratic
primaries began on April 23rd and will end on June 5th. The principal early voting
location is Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Boulevard, which is open Monday
through Friday 8:00 am. to 5:00 pm. and on Saturday May 29th and Saturday June 5th
from 9:00 am. to 5:00 pm. In addition, our own Madison Center will be open for early
voting on those two Saturdays during the same hours as well as from 2:00 pm. to 7:00
pm. on June 1st and June 3rd. Other locations are found at https://vote.arlingtonva.us/
Don’t forget that your vote is your voice!

THE PANDEMIC AND
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
by Marx Sterne

Among the many negative impacts
of COVID-19 on Old Glebe residents has
been the loss of public transportation.
Since March 2020, when Arlington
suspended operations of the ART-53 bus,
there has been no public transportation
option for local residents.
Of course, safety concerns have
caused most residents to avoid public
transportation—or even leaving
their own houses. But as COVID-19
vaccinations have become available
and residents begin to venture out, the
availability of public transportation has
become a bigger issue.
So we contacted Arlington officials
about when bus service might be
resumed. The answer so far: Arlington
definitely intends to resume ART-53
service, but hasn’t said when. OGCA will
continue to press Arlington officials for a
firm start-up date.
For those unfamiliar with the
bus system, the Art-53 bus runs
between Ballston and East Falls Church
Metro stations, passing through our
neighborhood. Arlington maintains 16
routes on its ART bus system, and four of
those (including ART-53) are temporarily
suspended due to COVID-19.

OGCA SUPPORTS FUNDING FOR GULF BRANCH &
LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTERS

The Old Glebe Civic Association has
written to the County Board in support
of increased funding for both the Gulf
Branch and the Long Branch Nature
Centers. During the pandemic, many
residents have visited these facilities
for unstructured, safe, and healthy
outdoor activities. Both are tucked away
in attractive stream valley parks with
limited parking.
Both nature centers are in need of
upgrades for exhibits and new audiovisual installations. This support would
be in line with the County’s Biophilic
Cities initiative. However, there has been

little funding for either nature center
while other community facilities (sports,
community centers) have received
significant upgrades in the last few years.
Relevant to another County goal —
equity—upgrading the Native American
Room at Gulf Branch would highlight
our indiginous people’s heritage, and
improving the Long Branch facility
would give more nature exposure and
education to an underserved population
in South Arlington.
Gulf BranchNature Center is now open
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 10-5. A
return to “normalcy.” Yay!

On Friday, March 26, a tree fell from County
property onto the intersection of Military
and Old Glebe Roads, downing power lines
and knocking over a utility pole. Traffic was
disrupted, and many local residents were
without power for up to 10 hours. Luckily,
although a flower garden maintained by the
Old Glebe Civic Association lies alongside the
fallen tree, it was largely undamaged.

ARLINGTON’S TREE CANOPY
Few topics in Arlington generate
as much passion and controversy
as the County’s trees. The County’s
Urban Forest Manager, Vincent
Verweij, graciously attended the Civic
Association’s October Annual Meeting
to report on the status of Arlington’s tree
canopy and provide an overview of the
regulations and processes for protecting
the tree cover.
Although there was a net loss of
tree canopy from 2008 to 2016—from
about 43% to 40%—there was a roughly
2% increase in tree canopy between
2011 and 2016, suggesting some
improvement over the last decade. (To
put that in context, the much less dense
Fairfax County reports a tree canopy of
about 57% in 2015, while Alexandria’s
tree canopy is well under 40%.)
The regulations and procedures

by Peter Jaffe

protecting Arlington’s tree canopy
are complex, but in summary, when
property owners seek to develop
property, they must submit a tree
conservation plan to the County. If
the plan affects trees on adjacent
properties, the owners of those
properties will receive a copy of the
plan; otherwise, the plans become
public only after approval. Where
property owners are not developing
their property (i.e., they already
occupy the property), they do not
need any approvals before taking
action affecting the trees on their
property.
Readers can find more
information on Arlington’s tree
canopy at
https://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/
tree-canopy/

YOUR PETS WILL NEED TO ADJUST TO “NORMAL” TIMES

I found an article in the February 2021
edition of Washingtonian very helpful,
since like so many others our family now
has a new COVID-19 pet. Our pets will
need to adjust once we are back at work
and our kids are back at school. Here are
the seven suggestions:
(1) Let your animals practice being
alone. Run errands to the store without
them so they can learn to be content
with their own company.
(2) Tire them out mentally. This one was

by Ruth Gordon
very interesting! The author writes, “take
your dog on a sniff-ari.” Thirty minutes of
sniffing is going to make your dog more
relaxed and tired than a two mile walk.
(3) Make sure your pet has access to a
“safe haven” when you are not around—a
place in your house where your animal is
most comfortable. The article suggests
creating a “fort-like” spot for dogs.
(4) Ease back into the old routine well
in advance. If your morning walk will
change from 10 am to 8 am, slowly “inch
up the time so it won’t feel like an abrupt
change.” And if a dog-walker will be back
in the picture, be sure to have them over
to walk the dog before you head to work.
(5) Explore the many pet-cams to check
in on your companion. If you notice
furniture that is chewed, accidents in the
house, etc., your pet may be having a
hard time.
(6) If you see signs of anxiety, consider
what might be the problem. Your pet
may be a bit worried with the sounds
of traffic or house sounds when you are
not around. Consider placing window
film from a local hardware store so dogs
can’t see out a window.. A white noise
machine may also do the trick.
(7) Don’t wait to get help. If your pet
exhibits out of character behavior,
seek out your veterinarian to rule out
a medical cause. If all is OK, seek out a
professional trainer to help.

GLASS RECYCLING
The neighborhood glass recycling
bin located behind Madison Center is
part of an Arlington program which
collected 2,500 tons of glass in the past
year. With five drop-off sites spread
across the County, no home is more
than 2.25 miles from a glass recycling
bin.
The access holes on glass collection
bins are sized to accept bottles and jars
while keeping out larger, unwanted
items. The relatively small holes also
protects glass from crashing inside
the bin. Bottles and jars that can’t be
transported to a bin site should be
disposed of in the black curbside trash
cart and not in the blue single-stream
receptacles.
A private glass recycling company
collects glass for processing. The
company uses the recycled material
to make new bottles, insulation, filter
materials, sand material and other
products. The County now receives $15
per ton for glass collected.
Glass was officially removed
from the County’s residential “blue
cart” recycling system two years
ago because it was no longer being
recycled by the single-stream
processor. The removal also meant a
potential increase in the value of the
remaining recycling stream.

OLD GLEBE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
ONLINE ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, June 9th at 7:00 p.m

HOT TOPIC: SAVING ARLINGTON’S TREE CANOPY

DON’T MISS IT: http://bit.ly/oldglebe

IS YOUR OGCA MEMBERSHIP CURRENT? JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
Membership funds are used for community events, beautification, and causes such as Gulf Branch Nature Center.
Please send the information below with a check made out to Old Glebe Civic Association to join or renew for one
year ($10), three years ($25) or a lifetime membership ($100). Mail to OGCA, 4522 North 37th Street, 22207.
Name: ______________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________ Arlington, VA. 22207
Phone #: __________________

E-Mail: _____________________________________*

_____I am interested in getting involved in the Association.
* [Your email address is vital for us to be able to keep you up to date with OGCA news.]
You may also renew with a credit card online at http://www.oldglebe.org/contact/

