
       The Old Glebe Civic Association 
(OGCA) is a neighborhood 

organization formed to give 
residents a voice in local, 

County, and State affairs. Any 
neighborhood resident may 

become a member. 
       OGCA is a member of the 

Arlington County Civic  
Association which provides policy 

inputs to the County and State 
governments.  
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER  

     There is a lot going on in our 
corner of Arlington County.  As 
President of the Old Glebe Civic 
Association, I encourage 
local residents—old-
timers and newly arrived 
residents alike—to 
take an active role in 
OGCA to help make our 
neighborhood an even 
more vibrant place to live.
     Are you concerned 
about transportation?  Then you 
should know about the County’s 
consideration of plans to alter 
traffic along Military Road.  Do 
you favor sensible development?  
OGCA regularly informs local 

Facebook Page:
 https://www.facebook.com/ Old-
Glebe-Civic-Association 

Our Website:
  www.oldglebe.org

OGCA Listserve:
 http://groups.yahoo.com
  Search “oldglebecivicassociation”

DON’T MISS OUR APRIL 28TH NEIGHBORHOOD EVENT!

CONNECT WITH US!

Respecting Tradition
 Welcoming Progress

Old Glebe Officers
President:  Rich Samp

Vice President: Burt Bostwick
Secretary: Karen Rosenbaum

 Treasurer: Ruth Gordon

Executive Committee/Delegates 
to Arlington Civic Federation

Rich Samp
Burt Bostwick

Karen Rosenbaum
Ruth Gordon

Howard Solodky
Marx Sterne

residents about development 
plans.  Would you like to meet 
some of your neighbors?  OGCA is 

hosting a neighborhood 
get-together, with 
a history walk and 
activities for kids of all 
ages, at the Madison 
Center — see below!        
     Please let us know 
if you’d like to join the 
OGCA Board! We’ll be 

electing board members for 
the coming year at our annual 
meeting, June 3 at 1 p.m. at Gulf 
Branch Nature Center.  Hope to 
see you then.  
                Email president@oldglebe.org

     Join us for a family-friendly event! On April 28th, starting at 3:00 pm, 
we will gather on the front yard of the Madison Recreation Center, 
3829 N. Stafford Street.  Dave Farner will lead a short tour/walk around 
Fort Ethan Allen, the restoration 
of which was the result of a major 
effort by OGCA.  The fort was built 
by the Union Army in September 
1861 to command the approach 
to Chain Bridge, and has the most 
extensive remaining features of 
any Civil War fort in Arlington. We’ll 
explore the earthworks and discuss how and why the fort was built. 
     For the younger set, enjoy a scavenger hunt, a moon bounce, fun 

with sidewalk chalk, basketball and 
other games, — and lemonade and 
cookies! Bring your bikes and scooters 
to have some fun! Please RSVP by 
April 20th to  our Treasurer Ruth Gordon 
<ruthmgordon@gmail.com>  so we will 
be sure to have enough refreshments 
as well as the right number of prizes 
for the scavenger hunt!



     Do you have 
an idea for a 
neighborhood 
project that 
you would like 
to promote?  
Arlington County 
provides grants 
through the 
Neighborhood 
Conservation 
Advisory 
Committee (NCAC) 
for projects such as 
curbs and gutters, 
street lights, park 
improvements, etc. 
in amounts up to 
$500,000.  The Fort Ethan Allen 
Civil War display at Madison is 

POSSIBLE NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION PROJECTS

NEED FOR INCREASED FUNDING FOR NCAC?
       The OGCA Executive 
Committee wrote a letter to 
the County Board and Manager 
recommending that the upcoming 
Conservation Bond funding be 
increased from $12 million to $18 
million.  The NCAC serves a unique 
and valuable function, because 
local residents are often better 
at determining the infrastructure 
projects needed locally than are 
County administrators.     
       Recently, the price tag for 
neighborhood projects has 
increased substantially.  Not only 
is there a rise in costs of building 
materials and labor, but mandatory 
legal requirements regarding 
storm water management and 
traffic safety have been imposed 
on NCAC projects without any 
financial contribution from the 
County departments which 
would ordinarily bear these 
costs.  Furthermore, NCAC has 
had to dramatically increase the 
contingency amounts built into 

its projects during the design 
phase, because needed repairs 
and replacements of aging sewer, 
water, gas and other underground 
utility conduits are frequently 
discovered during construction 
and excavation.  Of course these 
requirements imposed on NCAC 
projects could be funded out 
of the budgets of the agencies 
ordinarily responsible.
       If you also believe that the 
NCAC program deserves a 
financial increase, the Executive 
Committee of the OGCA 
encourages you to write or 
email the County Board of 
Supervisors <countyboard@
arlingtonva.us> and the County 
Manager <countymanager@
arlingtonva.us>.  
       The Board is in the middle 
of the FY 2019 budget process 
with a goal of a final budget 
mark-up by April 20th, so your 
input will still be timely.

an example of a project that was 
funded by such a grant.  
     OGCA is soliciting ideas for new 

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES 
YEAR ROUND AT MADISON 

COMMUNITY CENTER
       The Madison Community 
Center has activities for all ages 
each week.  Examples include a 
Creative Preschoolers Program 
and 55+ Chess on Mondays and 
Open Bounce and the Fitness 
Room on Saturdays.  
       Come on by the Madison 
Center to see what it has to 
offer, or check out the website 
calendar: https://parks.arlingtonva.
us/parksfacilities/community-centers/
madison-community-fitness-centers-
weekly-schedule/

projects that can be submitted 
for funding.  You can find more 
project and process details at 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/
neighborhood-conservation/ 
     Ideas suggested to OGCA 
include:  an upgrade to the 
fitness center at Madison, more 
sidewalks, tree or wildflower 
planting, park path and trail 
improvements, and  “dark sky” 
street lighting.   We will consider 
a list of potential projects at our 
annual meeting this June.  If you 
have an idea you would like to 
pursue contact our NCAC Rep 
Howard Solodky <Howard.Solodky.
Retired@wbd-us.com> or Veep Burt 
Bostwick <gusfs63@gmail.com> 



       There has been progress on 
several County-proposed projects 
on Military Road.  Traffic counts 
at each of the three intersections 
as well as topographic surveys 
and feasibility analyses have been 
completed.  For the intersection 
of Military and Nellie Custis,  DOT 
issued a “signal warrant analysis”  
in February of 2016 based on U.S. 
Department of Transportation 
regulations.  These use nine 
criteria to determine whether an 
intersection merits a traffic signal, 
including automobile traffic 
volume, number of pedestrian 
crossings, bus and truck traffic 
volume, and number of accidents 
at the intersection.  Under those 
regulations, satisfaction of 
only one criteria or “warrant” is 
sufficient to justify a traffic signal.  
The DOT signal warrant analysis 
demonstrated that the Military/
Nellie Custis intersection met the 
two automobile traffic volume 
“warrants,” but none of the others.
       In conversations with Gabriela 
Vega, the DOT Capital Projects 
Manager we have been advised 
that no decision has been made 
regarding what, if anything, will 
be done at the Military/Nellie 
Custis intersection.  Within the 
next couple of months another 
meeting between residents and 
the DOT will be held to discuss 
the DOT’s recommendations.  In 
the meantime, if you have any 
questions or comments about 
any of the proposed Military 
Road traffic calming projects, you 
should contact Ms. Vega by phone 
(703-228-3662) or email <gvega@
arlingtonva.us>.

UPDATE ON MILITARY 
ROAD  TRAFFIC “CALMING”

IMPORTANT ELECTION DATES
       Even though the November general election is more than seven 
months away, important dates are fast approaching.  May 21st is the 
last day to register to vote, in order to participate in the June 12th 
primaries.  September 21st is the date that absentee voting for the 
general election begins.  And October 15th is the deadline to update 
your address or register to vote in the November 6th general election.  
       There will be contested primaries for both parties.  There are two 
announced candidates for the Democratic nomination for County 
Board and five announced candidates for the Republican nomination 
for U.S. Senate.
       U.S. Senator Tim Kaine, a Democrat, is 
running for reelection in Virginia, as is U.S. 
Representative Don Beyer, a Democrat whose 
district includes Arlington County.  They will each 
be opposed by a Republican who will be selected 
in the June primary election.  In Arlington, 
John Vihstadt, an independent, is running for 
reelection to the Board of Supervisors, and 
Barbara Kanninen, a Democrat who is the Chair of the School Board, is 
also hoping to be reelected.  Vihstadt will be opposed by a Democrat 
chosen in the June primary, and it is not yet clear whether Kanninen 
will be opposed by another candidate.



IS YOUR OGCA MEMBERSHIP CURRENT?   JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
Membership funds are used for community events, community beautification, and causes such as Gulf 
Branch Nature Center.  Please send the information below with a check made out to Old Glebe Civic 
Association to join or renew for one year ($10), three years ($25) or a perpetual membership ($100).  Mail to 
OGCA, 4522 North 37th Street, 22207.

  Name:  ______________________________________________

  Address:  ____________________________________________ Arlington, VA. 22207       
                   
  Phone #:  __________________    E-Mail:  _____________________________________*

*[Your email address is vital for us to be able to keep you up to date with OGCA news.]

You may also renew with a credit card online at http://www.oldglebe.org/contact/

       OGCA is considering 
adding to its boundaries to 
include the rest of Dittmar 
and Abingdon Roads at 
the southwest tip, and also 
36th Street, 36th Road and 
Vermont Streets just south 
of Dittmar.  We will be 
surveying the households 
affected—which are 
currently not members of 
any civic association— to 
see if they wish to join our 
association.

BOUNDARY CHANGE?


